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TO. 5. 


_ FALSE TEACHERS. 
: (For the Magazine.) } 
0<> The design of the following communication is to 


point out to the reader the distinctive traits in the 
character of false teachers. 


In the apostolic age, Christians were warned 
against the appearance of such teachers. Pe- 
ter said to his brethren, ‘But there were false 
prophets also amony the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you,” 2 Peter ii. 
1. Jude writes as follows: ‘‘For there are 
certain men crept in unawares, who were be- 
fore of old ordained to this condemnation; un- 
‘godly men, turning the grace of our God into 
lJasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

It should be particularly observed that the 
false teachers here spoken of were men who 
lived in the age of the apostles. Peter spoke 
of them as having then already crept in una- 
wares. Paul to Timothy says, ‘Now the spirit 
speaketh expressly, that im the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils,” 1 
Tim. iv. 1. It has been infered from this pas- 
sage, that the false teachers foretold by the a- 
posties, were not to make their appearance un- 
til near the end of the world; and hence it is 
supposed by those who think that these same 
false teachers are now on the earth, that the 
end of the world is at hand. Such, when they 
are informed of the spread of what they call 
erroneous sentiments, will console themselves 
by saying, Ah! well, the reign of these teach- 
‘ers is short; the end of the world we know 
‘must be near, and Ged will soon avenge him- 
self for his elect. However, with all the re- 

ard we have for these pious ones, we cannot 
but think they are in error, concerning both 
the teachers and the end of the world. The 
latter times of which Paul spake in the passage 
last quoted, were the latter days of the ancient 
dispensation, in which Christ and his apostles 
lived. Paul commences his epistle to the He- 
brews thus: “God, who at sundry times and in 
diverse manners, spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days, 
spoken unto us by his Son.” The expression 
‘these last days’ shews that the apostle was 
speaking of then present time, and that he cal- 
led that time the last days. In 1 John n. 18, 
we read, ‘Little children, it is the last time: and 
as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, 
even now are there many antichrists; whereby 
we know that it is the last time.” In the lat- 
ter times some were to depart from the faith, 

iving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines 
of devils; and circumstances had already begun 
to verify the predictions on this subject. John, 
as we have seen, speaks of antichvists who had 
then already come, by which he knew that the 
last timie had arrived. These anticarists were 
teachers who were against Christ; and this was 
what made them antichrists. The reader by 
comparing Jude 16 and 17 with 18 and 19, will 
perceive that in Jude’s day there were false 
teachers in the church, and that he pointed 
them out as the mockers who were to appear 


in the last time. 


'neonle in sheép’s clothing, while inwardly they | 


It appears, then, to be settled. that the false 
teachers of whom the apostles particularly 
spoke were men who existed m the primitive 
age of the church, and not any class now on 
earth. There is no doubt however, but that 
there are false teachers now in the church, al- 
though they were not the particular subjects of 
prophecy; and the way we are to ascertain who 
are now false teachers,.is to sec vhose charac- 
ters most nearly resemble those of the false 
teachers in the apostolic age. I say, the way 
in which we are to ascertain who are now false 
teachers, is to see whose characters most near- 
ly resemble those of the-false teachers in the 
apostolic age. I will then proceed to delineate 
the characters of false teachers in the apostolic 
age. And here [ remark, that it is the distin- 
twe traits of their characters which I shall no- 
tice; and not a failing which they manifested 
now and then. I shall notice such habits 
as formed prominent features of their con- 
duct, and such as were particularly noticed 
and described by the apostles, those eminent 
guardians ofthe church. 1. Those false teach- 
ers did their work privily. Peter says, they 
“orivily shall bring in damnable heresies.’’?— 
Jude describes the private manner in which they 
accomplished their purposes when he says, 
“For there are certain men crept t unawares.” 
Paul says of such teachers, “For of this sort 
are they which creep into houses,’ 2 Tim.iii.6. 
He who spake as never man spake, describes 
this artful, disguised manner of operation by | 
saying, that these false prophets came to the 


were ravening wolves. Mat,viii. 15. One pro- 
minent trait, then, in the character of the false 
teachers of old was, they jvere sly, prwate, art- 
ful, not open and sincere. “Now which class of, 
teachers in the presen day bears the nearest 
resemblance to those of old in this particular?’ 
Which disguise themselves in the character 4H 
the peculiar ministe‘s of Christ? Which pro-! 
fess to have reveived a call and a commission | 
from heaven to preach? Which profess to 
have no other object in preaching than to save | 


souls from the. eternal wrath of God? This is | 
all disguise; it is creeping in unawares. Such 
are not the peculiar ministers of Christ. They 


can shew no credentials, they never have shewn 
any, to prove that Jesus called them to the 
work of the ministry in a peculiar manner. All 
the evidence we have had or ever shall have is 
their own testimony. Which class of teachers 
instill their sentiments privately? Which circu- 
late tracts and catechismsina private manner? 
dropping them upon the steps, or placing them 
in the latch of the door? Are there not many 
like ways in which a certain class of teachers 
are continually infusing their sentiments into 
the minds of the community? ‘The frue teach- 
ers of the aposiolic age, “renounced the hidden 
things.of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, 
nor handling the word of God deceitfully ; but 
by manifestation of the truth commending them- 
selves to every man’s conscience in the sight 
of God,’” 2 Cor. iy. 2. 

2. Another thing which distinguished false 
teachers in apostolic days was, they brought 


into the church damnable heresies, or heresies 
of destruction, as the original expression is 
more properly rendered. See 2 Peter ii. 1.— 
What heresies can be more destructive than 
the doctrines which are preached by those men 
who profess to be the peculiar servants of God? 
They have destroyed the peace, the union, the 
sympathy, and the lives of mankind. The 
peace of mankind has been destroyed by these 
heresies. How many have been driven to dis- 
pair by the expectation oi being sent to an eter 

nal hell, or by the fear that some dear connex- 
ion has already gone there. The union of 
mankind has been destroyed by the same means. 
Families have been broken up, husbands and 
wives, parents and children have been separat- 
ed, by means of these heresies. Sympathy has 
been destroyed, and the sources of human com- 
passion have been dried up. Those who were 
once united by every tie of nature have been 
by these heresies, so far changed to what they 
call godlike feeling, as to anticipate with com- 
posure, if not with joy, the eternal misery of 
one another. How completely in such hearts 
is sympathy annihilated! The same doctrines 
have destroyed the lives of many. We will 
not go back to inquire how many martyrs have 
been dragged to the stake by men moved by 
the influence of such doctrines, we will look at 
their present effect. We have known mothers 
to murder their children, and men, women and 
children to commit suicide, in consequence of 
believing these doctrines. . Despair, produced 
by fear of the eternal wrath of God, has been 
the fruitful cause of such effects. Now doc- 
trines which destroy the peace, union, sympa- 
thies and lives of mankind, may justly be called 
heresies of destruction. They bring on those 
who believe them, “‘swift destruction.” 

3, False teachers of old denied “the Lord 
that bought them.” See 2 Peter iil. Jude, 
verse 4. Wicked and false as they were, the 
Lord Jesus had bought them; but they denied 
him. Not that they actually and openly dis- 
owned him, for they were not honest enough 
to do that; but they denied his attributes and 
glory. There are teachers now who deny 
“the Lord that bought them.’ Although we 
are informed explicitly in the word of God that 
he gave himself a ransom for all, they deny 
that he bought all mankind. In denying that 
he “will have all men to be saved,” they deny 
either his power or goodness. If they say he 
can save all men, but will not, they deny his 
goodness; and if they say he would, but cannot, 
they deny his power. This is, in one sense, 
“denying the Lord that brought them.” 

4, The false teachers of old spoke “great 
swelling words of vanity,” 2 Peter ii.18. Jude, 
verse 16. Their object undoubtedly was to 
appear like learned and great men. What 
they lost on the score of honesty, they were 
determined to add to that of learning. There 
are such teachers now. Vain in themselves, 
they are desirous of exciting the wonder of 
men at their qualifications. Hence we hear 
them use language unintelligible to the common 
people. ‘To preach a true discourse is a secon- 
dary object compared to preaching a learned 


and elegant one. Jesus eame into the world 
“to bear witness unto the truth.” Paul says, 
‘my speech and my preaching was not with en- 
ticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demon- 
stration of the spirit and of power.” “In the 
church,” he says again, “I had rather speak 
five words with my understanding, that by my 
voice | might teach others also, than ten thou- 
sand words in an unknown tongue.” Here 
then is an essential difference between trae 
and false teachers,—the object of the one is to 
communicate truth, of the other to obtain the 
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concerning the death of one styled an infidel, 
and concerning a dying parent’s advice, have 
been published in tracts, when we have had 
ood reason to believe they were forged.— 

hese stories, feigned words, appear without 
names, places, or dates, one very strong cir- 
cumstance against them. The authors of such 
accounts have been called upon to give the 
name of the persons, and the times and places 
where the events transpired; but, in general, 
by a determined silence, they have shewn that 
it is safer to invent the accounts alone, 


praise of men with “great swelling words of|than to invent dates, names, &c. to accompany 


vunity.” 


them. In some few instances however, where 


5. False teachers utter “hard speeches”|there was the most apparent detection, the 
ainst the Lord. Jude says, verses 14, 15,| falsehood hes been acknowledged. The Bap- 
“Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of | tists in North Carolina, after having made a 
his saints, to execute judgment upon all; and| full experiment of all this deception, have come 


to convince all that are ungodly among them of) out and exposed it fully tothe public. 


A false 


all their ungodly deeds, which they have un-|teacher uses feigned words. 


godly committed, and of all their hard speeches 


8. Another prominent feature in the charac- 
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which ungodly sinners have spoken against |ter of the false teachers is this—they ‘speak 
him.”? What class of men now utter hard evil of the things they understand not.” See 
speeches against the Lord? Ans. False teach-|2 Peter ii. 12. Jude, verse 10. We have good 
ers. Some men deny that God is “our Father;” | reason to suppose this was a habit with them, 
they deny that he loves us; they deny that he|as both Peter and Jude mention it. If sucha 
has taken as much care of our future everlast-} habit was a mask of a false teacher in the days 
ing welfare, as of our temporal happiness; and|of the apostles, it is so now. And who are 
they assert that he has ordained that a part of those who now speak evil of the things they 
his creatures shall be in indescribable misery| understand not? Do those people who are 


forever, merely for his own honor and glory. 
Is not this uttering hard speeches against the 
Lord? Suppose the clergy should say with re- 
spect to our beloved Washington, that he was 
not the Father of the American people; that he 
did not love them; that he neglected their 
greatest and most important interests, and that 
merely to gratify his own caprice, he had thrust 
apart of the people from his favor and regard, 
would not every honest man say they had de- 
famed him? Would not such speeches be con- 
sidered hard? 1 can conceive of nothing 
which, if true, would cast more dishonor upon 
the character of God, than the creed of Calvin, 
and its kindred doctrines, Reader, when you 
hear a minister utter hard speeches against the 
Lord, recollect, you therein have one mark of 
a false teacher, 

6. False teachers make merchandise of men. 
See 1 Peter ii. 3. This is the sure mark of a 
false teacher; and the object of the trade is his 
own emolument. The market is now princi- 
pally removed to heathen lands, where the 
trade is briskly carried on. The prices are 
generally set upon souls by the clergy, who 
regulate them, not as we do the prices of other 
articles by their value, but by the wants and 
exigencies ef the trader. F have known im- 
mortal souls to sell for a dollar a piece, which 
is less than we generally buy sheep and calves. 
The reason that this subject is introduced, 


continually speaking against the doctrine of 
Universal Grace and Salvation, understand it? 
Have they heard it preached? Have they read 
the writings of those who have defended it? 
Ilave they conversed on the subject with those 
who believe it? To all these questions we 
must return a negative answer. Or if in one 
or two instances they have done these things, 
was it not rether for the sake of finding fault, 
than for gaming information what the senti- 
ment was’ To what cause are these public 
faults to be assigned? Not to the natural in- 
clination of the human mind, for that seeks 
knowledge; but & the exertions of false teach- 
ers to keep the people in darkness. We must 
attribute it to the dergy that people have ob- 
tained the habit of speaking evil of things they 
do not understand; end such of the clergy as 
have sanctioned and promoted the practice, 
have given the world, to say the least, one 
proof that they are false \eachers. 

9. False teachers of old turned the grace of 
God into lasciviousness. Jude says they were, 
“ungodly men, turning the grace of God into 
lasciviousness.” Not that they actually alter- 
ed the nature of God’s grace, but that they 
made it a pretext for lascivious conduct. This 
is the only way in which they could turn the 
grace of God into lasciviousness. Is not the 
grace of God turned into lasciviousness now in 
the same manner? There are some who say, 


—— 


urposes; and I cannot but regard it as a 
that *e man is in the way of sin, when he says, 
that if he believed God will have mercy on all 
men, he would do evil. Many people doubt- 
less use this expression without thinking of the 
idea it conveys, and we may therefore, pray, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.” The blame of turning the grace of 
God into lasciviousness, must be laid first and 
mostly to the charge of the leaders of the peo- 
ple who cause them to err. 

{0th and lastly. In the apostolic age, false 
teachers led captive silly women. Paul informs 
Timothy, “For of this sort are they which creep 
into houses, and lead captive silly women,” 2 
Tim. iii. 6. To the Corinthians the same 
author says, “But I fear, jest by any means, as 
the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, 
so’your minds should be corrupted from the 
‘simplicity that is in Christ,” 2 Cor. xi. 3.— 
The serpent did not beguile Adam, but Eve. 
Adam was beguiled, not by the serpent, but by 
his companion. False teachers in the apostol- 
ic age, used the same subtilty. They first de~ 


Se 


i 
ceived the female part of the community, and 
then, with their assistance, overcame men. 1 
do not wish to disparage the character of fe~ 
males byany means;theyhave afforded illustrious 
examples of learning and talent. I believe L 
shall have their approbation when I shall say, 
their minds and feelings are more tender, more 
easily affected than those of men. They ave 
as capable as men of judging of a subject, 
when they give sufficient attention to it; but it 
is not generally the case that they endeavor so 
much as the other sex, to make themselves ac- 
quainted with Biblical learning. I speak of 
what I suppose is generally true; but to this I 
freely allow there are many exceptions. Place 
them in the same circumstances, and they wilk 
be no more liable to deception than others.— 
The false teacher knows all this, and takes ad- 
vantage of it. He does not, by creeping in, 
lead captive Li women, ‘but “silly women” 
only, and he leads captive also silly men. Ad- 
am was as silly as was Eve, in his transgres- 
sion. Now let the reader judge. Which class 
of religious teachers in the present age, bears. 
the closest resemblance, in this particular, to. 
the false teachers who lived and deceived the 
people in the days of the apostles? Which 
class is using its utmost exertions to proselyte 
the female part of the community? I speak on. 
matter of fact. Clergymen, and their syco- 
phants, are leaving no means untried, to enlist 
women, old and young; into their service. It 
jis not because they set a peculiar value to 

them as members of their sect and churches, 

nor is it through any respect to them. This 
they ought to know. It is a matter of necessi- 
ty with the clergy. Men repulse them, and 


| 
| 


kind reader, is to shew you that one part of|if they believed God will bestow grace on all have a natural abhorrence to their sentiments. 
the business of a false teacher is to ‘“‘make|men, they would not care what they should do. | Having given:themselves full liberty to think, 


merchandise” of men. 

7. False teachers of old made use of “feign- 
ed words.” Peter says, “and through covet- 
ousness shal] they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you,” 2 Peter ii. 3. They did 
not make merchandise of men with truth. The 
words and stories they made use of for that 
Silage were false, and they knew they were 
alse, for they themselves invented them, How 
quickly this brings to mind, not only the le- 
gends and pious frauds of the Romish Church, 
but the pious frauds also of the present age.— 
How rey such have been published in tracts 
and circulated among the rising generation.— 
Stories concerning the renunciation of Univer- 


/ 
/ 


They would lie, cheat, steal, &e. ke. This is 
turning the grace of God into lasciviousness. 
It is reversing the doctrine of the apostle, and 
saying, Where grace abounds sin shall much 
more abound. -If such people were dead in- 
deed unto sin, they might reason with the a- 
postle. ‘‘What shall we say then? Shall we 
continue in sin, that grace may abound? God 
forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein?” Rom. yi. 1,2. The 
grace of God, which bringeth salvation to all 
men, hath not a licentious tendency, but teach- 
eth us “that, denying ungodliness and, worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world.” Yet bad men 


and reason, and read, their minds by no ordi- 
nary and proper means, can be brought into 
| submission to the efforts of the clergy, nor are 
they easily frightened with terrific descriptions 
of the future state. It is a matter of necessity 
then, I say, for the clergy to make their at- 
tack on the female part of a family, expecting 
to proselyte them, and hoping by their impor- 
tunity and influence, to: gaim the rest. This 
expectation and hope forma powerful motive. 
By this the clergy are induted to take meas- 
ures which they know are directly against the 
wishes of the head of the family. ‘Chey will 
persuade women.to attend lectures in the night, 
and to joi their churches when they know the 


salisem by & person in the agonies of death,|may pervert the best of things te the worst ef, husband, or tuther is greatly opposed to it.— 


. 


t 


f 


Women are taught that their husbands, and 
children that their fathers, have no religion, 
and are enemies to God; and this is done for 
the unholy purpose of destroying the influence 
which the father has over his family. I know 
several instances in which families have been 
searly ruined by these means. The wife neg- 
leets her domestic concerns. Almost every 
evening in the week she hurries away to lec- 
tures after her dear minister, and leaves her 
hard-working husband to prepare and eat his 
supper alone. The children are left for him to 
put to rest, or to lie sleeping in different parts 
of the house until she returns. The female 
part of the community are by such means learn- 
ed to gad from house to house; they are learn- 
ed also to be idle, to tattle; to be disrespectful 
and scold to. their fathers and husbands, All 


this is to be attributed to the false teachers of 


this age. They encourage it to promote their 
purpose of proselytism, if I may use the word. 
There is a striking similarity between the ef- 
fects produced by the labors of these teachers, 
and those produced by the labors of those false 
teachers with whom the apostles had to contend. 
If we pay just attention to what the apostles 
have said on this subject, the truth of these re- 
marks will very clearly be seén. Paul says 
of the young women, ‘‘and withal they learn to 
be idle, wandering about from house to house; 
and not only idle, but tattlers also, and busy 
bodies, speaking things which they ought not,” 
.1 Tim. y, 13.. The advice which Paul gives 
his son Timothy in view of the duties of a true 
minister of God, shews the evils which arose 
from the labors of false teachers. ‘But speak 
thou the things which become sound doctrine. 
That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, 
sound in faith, in charity, in patience. The 
aged women likewise, that they be in behay- 
jour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, 
not given to much wine, teachers of good 
things; that they may teach the young women 
to be sober; to love their husbands, to love 
their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers 
at home, good, obedient tu their own husbands, 
that the word of God be not blasphemed.”’ 
Such advice shews the evils against which the 
apostles had to contend, 


And now, kind reader, if by the help of 


scripture, I have been enabled to trace out the 
leading features in the character of false teach- 
ers, | have done you, I trust, some service.— 
Be on your guard against them. If you have 
a family, instruct them oa this subject, that they 
may not be deceived. And may God grant 
you always ability to perceive, and resolution 
to avoid all wrong. RicuHarps. 


ac Rev. S. Streeter will preach at Ded- 
ham, South Parish, on Sunday next. 


~ ORTHODOXY UNMASKED. 
‘(Just Published and fur Sale atthis Office.) 

A SERMON, delivered in the 2d Univer- 
salist Meeting House in Boston, on Sabbath 
Morning, June 24, 1827, in which some notice 
js taken of Pror. Sruarr’s Exection Sermon. 
By Rey. H. Ballou.—Text, Jer. x. 21, “or 
the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought 
the Lord: therefore they shall not prosper, and all 


their flocks shall be scattered.” 


rust Published and for Sale at this Office, ““A SER- 
MON, delivered in Scituate, Mass. Mareh 7, 1827. 
By Benjamin Whittemore, pastor, Text, ‘Submit 
yourselyes therefore, to God, Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you,’’ James iy. 7. Price 12 1-2 cents. 
“ha The Lide page and Index to the 8th vol. will be printed within a 
few days and forwarded (6 Subscribers. 
Married in thin City, Mr. Oliver W. Bird, merchant, to Misa Mary Eliz- 
aketh Jcvkins, daughter-in-law of Ms Geo. Bil, 
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INSTALLATION AT CHARLESTOWN. 
Minutes of the Council. 


The Ministers and Delegates, invited by the 
First Universalist Society in Charlestown, to 
constitute a council for the purpose of installing 
over said Society the Rey. Joun Samue. 
Tuompson, assembled June 11, 1827; and af- 
ter invoking the blessing of God with the Rev. 
Thomas Jones of Gloucester, organized the 
Council by choosing— 


Rey. Tuomas Jones, Moderator. 
Rey. Tuomas Wuirremorg, Scribe. 


After the Committee of said Society had 
laid before the Council, the yotes of the Socie- 
ty and its correspondence with Rey. J. S. 
Thompson in relation to his installation, on mo- 
tion of Rev. S. Streeter, . 

Voted, Vhat the Council proceed to the 
Installation, in the order of Service which the 
Society had arranged; except that the part as- 
signed to Rev. C. Gardner, of Duxbury, who 
was necessarily absent, should be performed 


by Rev. Seth Stetson, of Salem, and that the | 


Address to the Society should be omitted, on 
aecount of the ill health of the gentleman ap- 
pointed to deliver it. 


ORDER OF PUBLIC SERVICE 
at the 
INSTALLATION 
of the 
REV. JOHN SAMUEL THOMPSON, 
Over the First Universalist Society in Charlestown, Mass. 
Wednesday, July 11, 1827. 
ojos 
ANTHEM. 
Awake, put on thy Strength. 

Awake, put on thy strength, O Zion; put on 
thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, thou holy 
city. The redeemed of the Lord shall return; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their head; sor- 
row and mourning shall pass away. 

Introductory Prayer—Rey. S. Streeter, Bos- 
ton, 

Reading the Scriptures—Rev. S. Stetson, 
Salem. 

ANTHEM, 
Now elevate the Sign of Judith, 

Now elevate the sign of Judah, now elevate 
the banner, call it forth in Zion. O desert us 
not, O Lord; thou art always gracious to thy 
servants. Thou art our God, O Lord of hosts, 
so will we praise Thee, O God and Lord of 
hosts. Amen, 

Sermon—Rev. H. Ballou, Boston, 

Prayer, Charge, and Deliver of the Scrip- 
tures—Rey. T. Jones, Gloucester, 

Right Hand of Fellowship—Rey. P. Dean, 
Boston, 


ORIGINAL HYMN—sy Dr. A. R. THOMPSON. 


0 Thou, whose spirit gave us breath, 
Our Father, thee we call; 

Our joy in life, our hope in death, 
Our everlasting all. is 


We bless the grace which sent thy Son, 
With pardon from above; 

‘Jesus, thy matchless name we own, 
A name of truth and love. 


Oh! save our minds from error’s night, 
Our lives, from sin’s dark sway} 

And:raise our hopes by Faith’s pure light, 
To realms of endless day. 
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And may thy servant, who, this day, 
Is set apart for God, 

Conduct thy people in the way 
To Zion’s bless’d abode. 


Oh! may his bow abide in strength, 
His lips, touch’d from above, 

Proclaim the height, and breadth, and length. 
Of Universat Love, 


May all mankind the Gospel know, 
And Jesus blessed call, 

Till love and peace shall reign below, 
And God be all in all. 


Concluding Prayer—Rey. T. Whittemore, 

| Cambridgeport. 
ANTHEM, 
Glory be to God on high. 

. Glory be to God. on high, peace on earth, 
good will towards, men... We praise Thee, we 
bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, 
we give thanks to Thee for thy great glory, O 
Lord God, Heavenly King, Father Almighty; 
Hallelujah. -Amen. 


Benediction—By the Pastor. 


At the close of public service, the Couneil 
reassembled, and after prayer, by Rey. S. 
Streeter, adjourned sine die. 

Tuomas Jones, Moderator. 
Tuomas Wuirtemore, Scribe. 


N.B. These services were lisiened to by a crowded audience, who 
evinced by their unremitted attention the deep interest they took therein. 
The services of the choir gave great satisfaction. Indeed we have seldom 
neard, “Now elevate the Sign of Judah,” and “Glory be to God on 
high?’ performed with more promptness of time, or correctness of 
tone. ‘ 


TO THE REV. WALTER BALFOUR. 
(For the Magazine.) 
Gentlemen Editors, by publishing the following, you will confer a favor, 

Sir,—In perusing your letters, published in 
the Magazine, Vol. VII. in explanation of 
2Cor.v 10, I found the following statements 
concerning that text. 

“No other period of time that I can find, is 
referred to in the context but these two: death, 
and when mortality shall be swallowed up of 
life, or the resurrection from death.”? And you 
proceed to show from the context, that the 
judgment there mentioned, was to be at neither 
of these periods, but at the end of the Jewish 
age, while some then living, should remain on 
the earth. In reference to this you say, ‘‘No 
person, who has attended to Matthew, chapters 
24 and 25, and many other places of the New 

‘|Testament, will question, that there was to be 
during that generation an appearance at Christ’s 
judgment seat which Paul and others looked 
for, and which they might live to see.” “Ac- 
cordingly Paul says, ‘ Wherefore we labor, that 
whether present or absent we may be accepted 
of him,’ or as he says, 1 Thes. v.10, ‘ That 
whether we wake or sleep we should live to- 
gether with him.” In your last letter, on this 
text you say, ‘‘At the end of the Jewish age 
Christ did come, sat on his Judgment seat.— 
Every one received in his body according to 
that he had done, whether it was good or bad. 
My views of 2 Cor. v. 10, are also in agree~ 
ment with the context, Paul, as we haye seen, 
speaks as uncertain, whether he would be a- 
live when called to appear before Christ’s 
judgment seat, and hence he labored that 
“whether present or absent,” that is, dead or 
alive, “he might be accepted of him,” that is, 
“receive in his body that which is good,” 

On reading the foregoing statements, the 
following questions presented difficulties to m) 
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mind; which, at present, 1 am unable to recon- 
cile therewith. 

ist. Ifthe judgment was confined wholly to 
this world, how could Paul, or any other per- 
son, appear before Christ’s judgment seat, and 
receive in his body, according to that he had 
done, whether it was good or bad, if he was 
absent from the body, not living, when the 
judgment arrived? 

2d. If this judgment took place during the 

eration then on the earth, and no other per- 

iod of time is referred to in the context, but 
death and the resurrection, in what sense could 
Paul be absent from the body and present with 
the Lord, at the time of this judgment? The 
resurrection is not to be until the period called, 
1 Cor. xv. 24, “The end, when Christ shall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God, even 
the Father,” &c. If Paul did not speak of an 
intermediate state between death and the re- 
surrection, why was he so anxious to depart? 
For although, (as he told the Philippians) to 
him “to live was Christ, yet to die he accounted 
gain.”” He was even “in a strait betwixt two, 
having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ, 
which is far better,”’ Phil, i.21,23. And here 
to the Corinthians, he says, ‘‘Whilst we are 
at home in the body, we are absent from the 
Lord,” and ‘‘we are confident, and willing rath- 
er to be absent from the body, and to be pre- 
sent with the Lord.” 

Should any farther light be thrown upon this 
subject, it will be gratefully received by one 
who wishes to know the ; Troru, 


CHRISTIAN MEEKNESS. 
(For the Magazine.) 

“Who is a wise man, and endued with knowledge 
among you? let him shew, out of a good conversa- 
tion, his works with meekness of wisdom.—James 
ii. 13. ; 
Such are the beauties of all the christian 

graces, that when we contemplate them assem- 

bled together, we can hardly make a choice of 
one in preference to another; as when we look 
into a casket of precious jewels, if we attempt 
to choose one, the beauties and charms of oth- 
ers bring the mind to a hesitancy. But if we 
look at one of these jewels alone, its charms 
are so attracting that we seem to conclude 
at once, that no other jewel can vie with it.— 

So do the charms of meeckness affect the heart; 

when seen alone, or contemplated by them- 

selves, we become so absorbed with the mild 

radiance of this precious gem, that we feel in- 

clined to exclaim, its beauties are unrivalled. 

“Who is a wise man and endued with know- 
ledge among you?” Have you such an one? 
If you have, he will, out of a good conversa- 
tion, show his works with meekness of wis- 
dom. 

As I walked in a garden of flowers, I was 
pleased with many towering beauties, which 
seemed to glitter in_the eye; but turning to 
leave the scene; I was a while prevented by 
the charms of the humble violet, which made 
me almost forget those Ihadseen before. Hu. B. 


JUST PUBLISHED AND FOR SALE, 

A DIALOGUE between o Parent aad Child, concerning the 25th 
chapter of Matthew: For the insiructivn of Children and Youh. By 
Kev. T. Whitvenore.—Price, $3 pet Mundred—30 cents per dozen, and 
6 i++ cents singic. 


JUST RECEIVED, AND FOR SALE, 


\ SERMON, (God the Saviour of all +— delivered before the First 
Society of Unked Christen Friends in Medway, Mas. By Lyman 
VWiretord. § Text—"This ix « faithful saying ord worthy of all acceptation. 
Fur therefore we beth Isbor and suffer reproach, hecause we trust in the 
liv imay Gorfleho ie the Saviour of al] men, specially of those that believe.” 
=} Fim.? 9 
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THE AMERICAN FOREST GIRL. 
‘ By Mrs. Heman, 
Widely and mournfully the dian drum. 4 
On the deep hush of moonlight forest broke: 

‘ Sing us a death song, for thine hour is come,’ 
So the red Warriors to their captive spoke. 


Still, and amidst those dusky forms, alone, 
A youth, a fair-hair’d youth, of England stood, 
Like a king’s son; though from his cheek had flown 
The mantling crimson of the island-blood, 
And his press’d lips look’d marble. Fiercely bright, 
And high arouud him, blazed the fires of night; 
Rocking beneath the cedars to and fro : 
As the wind passed, and with a fitful glow 
Lighting the victim’s face;—but who could tell 
Of what within his secret heart befel, 
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Something o’ermaster’d them from that young mein 4 
Something of heaven in silence felt anc 

And seeming, t child it | 
That the Great Spirit by her voice hud sp 
They loosed the bonds that held their captive’s bre 
From his pale lips they took the cup of death; 
They quenched the brand beneath the cypress tree— 
Away,’ they cried, * young stranger, thou art free.” 
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Examples of ingratitude check and discour- 
age voluntary beneficence; and in this the mis- 
chief of ingratitude consists. Nor is the mis- 
chief small; for atter all is done that can be 


done, towards providing for the public rr. 
ness, by prescribing rules of justice, and enfore- 


Known but to heaven that hour!— Perchance a thought ing the observation of them by penalties or 


Of his far home;*ihen-so intensely wrought, 

That its full image, pictured to his eye 

On the datk’ground of mortal agony, 

Rose clear as day!—And he might see the band 
| Of his young sisters, wandering hand in hand 
| Where the laburnums drooped; or happy binding 
The jasmine up the door, new pillars winding; 
Or, asday faded on their gentle mirth, 
| Gathering, with braided hair, around the hearth 
Where sat their mother;—and that mother’s face, 
Its grave sweet smile yet wearing, in the place 
Where so it ever smiled!—Perchance the prayer, 
Learn’d at her knee, came back on his despair; 
The blessing from her voice, the very tone 


—He started and looked up—thick cypress boughs, 
Full of strange sound, waved o’er him darkly red 
In the broad stormy fire-light; savage brows, 
With tall plumes crested and wild hues o’erspread, 
Girt him like feverish phantoms; and pale stars 


shedding no hope!—He knew, he felt his doom, 
Oh! what a tale to shadow with its gloom 
That happy hall in England!—Idle fear! 
Would the winds tell itX—who might dream or hear 
The secret of the forests? To the stake 
They bound him; and that proud young soldier strove | 
His father’s spirit in his breast to wake, " 
Trusting to die in silence!—He the love 
Of many hearts!—the fondly reared—the fair, 
Gladdening all eyes to see!—And fettered there 
He stood beside his death pyre, and the brand 
Flamed up to light it, in the chieftain’s hand! 
—He thought upon his God.—Hush! hark!—a ery 
Breaks on the stern and dread solemnity! 
A step hath pierced the ring! Who dares intrude 
On the dark hunters in their vengeful mood? 
A Girl—A young slight girl!—A fawn-like child 
Of green savannas and the leafy wild. 
Springing unmark’d till then, as some lone flower 
Happy because the sunshine is its dower, 
Yet one that knew how early tears are shed, 
For her’s had mourned a playmate brother dead. 


She had sat gazing on the victim long, 
Until the pity of her soul grew strong; 
And, by its passion’s deepening fervor swayed, 
E’en to the stake she rushed, and gently laid 
His bright head on her bosom, and around 
His form her slender arins to shield it wound 
Like close Liapnes; then raised her glittering eye, 
And clear toned voice that said—‘ He shall not die! 
—* He shall not die!’—-the gloomy forest thrilled 
To that sweet sound. A sudden wonder fell 
On the fierce throng; and heart and hand were stilled, 
Struck down, as by the whisper of a spell, 
They gazed—their dark souls bow’d before the maid, 
She of the dancing step in wood and glade! 
And as her cheek flushed through its olive hue, 
As her black tresses to the nvight-wind flew 


compulsion, much must be lett to those offices 
of kindness, which men rewain at liberty to ex- 
ert or withhold. Now not only the choice of 
the objects, but the quantity and even the exis- 
tence of this sort of kindness in the world de- 
pends, in a great measure, upon the return 
winch it receives; and this is a consideration 
of general importance. | moa * skiruaerd 
A second reason for cultivating a grateful 
temper in ourselves, is the following: The 
same principle, which is touched with the kind- 
ness of a human benefactor, is capable of be- 
ing affected by the divine goodness, and of be- 
coming, under the influence of that affection, a 
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Of her ‘ good night’ might breathe from boyhood gone | Source of the purest and most exalted virtue. 


‘The love of God is the sublimest gratitude, It 
is a mistake, therefore, to imagine, that this 
virtue is omitted in the Chistian scriptures; 
for every precept which commands us “to love 
God, because he first loved us,’ presupposes 


Looked through the branches as through dungeon bars, | the principle of gratitude, and directs it to its 


proper object. shad 

It is impossible to particularize the several 
expressions of gratitude, in as much as they 
vary with the character and situation of the 
benefactor, and with the opportunities of the 
person obliged; which variety admits of no 
bounds, ’ 

It may be observed, however, that gratitude 
can never oblige a man to do what is wrong, 
and what by consequence he is previously 
obliged not to do. It is no ingratitude to re- 
fuse to do, what we cannot reconcile to any 
apprehensions of our duty; but it is ingratitude 
and hypocrisy together, to pretend this reason, 
When it is not the real one, and the frequency 
of such pretences has brought this apology 
for non-compliance with the will of a benefac- 
tor into unmerited ¢cisgrace, 

{t has long been accounted ‘a violation of 
delicacy and generosity,to upbraid men, with 
the favors they have received; but it argues.a 
total destitution of both these qualities, as well 
as of moral probity, to take advantage of 
that ascendancy, which the conferring of bene- 
fits justly creates, to draw or drive those whom 
we have obliged into mean or dishonest com- 
pliances, 
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